Selective killing of tumor cells by xanthates.
Xanthate derivatives of primary alcohols with antiviral properties exert, in combination with monocarboxylic C11 or C12 acids a pronounced anti-tumor activity in vitro and in vivo. Tricyclodecan-9-yl-xanthogenate (D609) or cyclododecyl xanthogenate (D435) when administered together with either undecanoic or dodecanoic acid to various transformed animal and human tumor cells (displaying low serum requirement) cause cell death. In contrast, normal cells from which transformed derivatives arose, were unaffected.